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A  L O O K  I N S I D E :

Follow us on

WE’RE BACK!

Thank you for your support

  

BEOC Today had taken a two-year hiatus, but we are

back in operation to bring you news and information

from our students, faculty, staff, and community. We

have new initiatives, employees, and departments.

Enjoy our newest issue, follow us on our social media

platforms, and submit information that you would like

to share in the newsletter.

We have appreciated your support over the years and

look forward to your continued engagement.

https://www.facebook.com/Brooklyn-Educational-Opportunity-Center-101764257784
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sunybeoc2020/
https://www.instagram.com/suny_beoc/
https://twitter.com/SUNYBEOC
https://www.sunybeoc.org/
https://www.sunybeoc.org/


NEW ADDITIONS TO BEOC
Welcome our new Executive Director

Dr. Gerald Maitre

Dr. Gerald Maitre was hired in 2024 and started his journey at BEOC in July 2024. He

has thus far, embraced the school’s energy, practices, and culture. Dr. Maitre is a  

Brooklyn native who has always been passionate about justice, education, and creating

opportunities for underserved communities. With a background in psychology, social

work, and educational leadership, he has dedicated his career to championing justice-

impacted students and supporting individuals on public assistance to achieve their

academic goals.
 

His journey is deeply intertwined with the values and mission of BEOC. As someone

who understands the power of education to transform lives, he committed to ensuring

that BEOC continues to be a beacon of opportunity for individuals looking to further

their education and career prospects. 
 

Dr. Maitre is looking toward the future, and his vision for BEOC is one of growth,

inclusivity, and partnership. His goal is to ensure that BEOC remains at the forefront of

providing life-changing opportunities for the people of Brooklyn and beyond.

Dr. Maitre, we welcome you!

Chinyere Rhoad

Communications & Multimedia Coordinator

Communications Department

Chinyere Rhoad started employment at BEOC in July 2024 as the

Communications & Multimedia Coordinator in the new BEOC

Communications department. 

Chinyere shares her story, “I am an experienced graphic designer

passionate about UX/UI design and content creation. I hold a BS

from SUNY Albany and am currently pursuing my MA at SUNY

Potsdam. As the Communications & Multimedia Coordinator, I

enjoy designing new branding materials and building connections

with students and the community through social media. In my free

time, you can find me trying new dishes I’ve discovered on TikTok! 

Chinyere, BEOC welcomes you!

Jessica Lawes started her employment at BEOC January 2025

as an Employment Specialist in the Career Services department. 

Jessica brings a wealth of experience in employer relations and

career services. At John Jay College, she cultivated strong

partnerships with companies such as KPMG, Morgan Stanley,

and the FBI. She also holds a Master’s degree in Organizational

Psychology, equipping her with valuable insights to help

students thrive in today’s workforce.

Jessica, BEOC welcomes you!

Jessica Lawes

Employment Specialist

Career Services Department



BEOC IN THE COMMUNITY
Brooklyn Public Library Enrollment Series

2024 brought back the Brooklyn Public Library Enrollment
series, which was spearheaded by Darron Henry, Enrollment
Manager.

BEOC visited various BPL branches to meet with potential
applicants. The idea behind the series was to meet with
potential applicants within their own communities.

BEOC staff answered questions and assisted with the online
application while visiting the branches. When possible, Mr.
Henry counted the sessions as an actual enrollment session.
In every case, attendees had an opportunity to complete
their online application with members of our staff.

The branches visited were:
New Lotz, Easter Parkway, Flatbush, Pacific, and Kings
Highway.  This event was also featured in the Community
Board 9 newsletter. Thank you to that board for their
continued support!

We would like to thank all of the staff of each library in
assisting us with this important event. The series is planned
to continue throughout 2025.



BEOC OUTREACH

Annual Partnership Meeting/Breakfast

On October 15, 2024, BEOC held its annual Partner Meeting.
This event brings an opportunity for our partners and potential
partners to learn more about our programs and services,
enrollment processes, and to meet our staff and faculty.

This year we were excited to introduce our new Executive
Director, Dr. Gerald Maitre and hear an inspiring speech from
our keynote speaker, Deputy Director of the Office of Higher
Education in Prison, Darryl Epps.

The networking portion of the event provided a wonderful
breakfast and an opportunity for agencies to explore other
agencies and their services to create a community of
opportunity and support.  We would like to thank Mr. Darron
Henry for tirelessly planning this event year after year.



BEOC UPCOMING EVENTS & NOTICES

Student Services Activities Calendar



BEOC UPCOMING EVENTS & NOTICES


